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FOREWORD

This volume is the 16th in a series of edited vol-
umes of contracted research the Nonproliferation Pol-
icy Education Center (NPEC) has published in coop-
eration with the Strategic Studies Institute of the U.S. 
Army War College.  It is the product of a joint effort 
between NPEC and Bruno Tertrais of the Fondation 
pour la Recherche Stratégique.

The volume features research done over the 
past 2 years. This work addresses the possibility 
of nuclear weapons and materials falling into the 
hands of unauthorized actors during political crises. 
It uses specific historical case studies as the basis 
from which to draw lessons for the future. Fund-
ing for this project came from the Carnegie Cor-
poration of New York, and the U.S. Department  
of Defense. 

Much of the work to prepare the book for publi-
cation was done by NPEC’s research associate, Kate 
Harrison, and the staff of the Strategic Studies Insti-
tute, especially Dr. James Pierce and Rita Rummel.  
This book would not have been possible without their 
help.  Finally, we owe heartfelt thanks to the project’s 
authors and reviewers, who contributed their time 
and ideas.
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