PREFACE
Three years ago, I received a phone call and then a visit
at my home from a University of Chicago graduate student
eager to learn about Albert and Roberta Wohlstetter. Robert
Zarate interviewed me for nearly 2 hours. It was clear from
the questions that he asked me that his interest in the
Wohlstetters’ work was more than casual.
After Robert’s initial visit, he called me again several times
to clarify and pursue additional questions. I recommended
other experts who had worked with or studied under the
Wohlstetters for him to interview. Harry Rowen, my former
Defense Department boss, was one. Andrew Marshall,
at the Pentagon’s Office of Net Assessment, was another.
Both had worked closely with Albert and Roberta at RAND.
Later, Harry and I contacted Joan Wohlstetter, Albert and
Roberta’s daughter, and persuaded her to make her parents’
private papers at the Hoover Institution’s archives available
to Robert. These papers are now open to the public, and
some of them are included in this edited volume. Robert’s
visits to Washington multiplied as he interviewed more of
Albert’s former protégés, as well as his critics.
In 2006, I asked Robert if he would be willing to help out
at my nonprofit research organization, the Nonproliferation
Policy Education Center (NPEC). He immediately agreed
and assumed responsibility for completing research that
had already been begun by Paul Lettow on the meaning
of “nuclear energy for peaceful purposes” in the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty. Although Robert was planning
to write a comprehensive biography of Albert Wohlstetter,
I encouraged him instead to publish short pieces on the
Wohlstetters. His success here led to the next suggestion: an
edited volume of Albert and Roberta’s key writings relating
to nuclear proliferation and national security affairs, with
commentaries by the Wohlstetters’ colleagues and students.
I worked with him to develop a grant proposal.
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The result is this volume, which is designed not as a
eulogy or a Festschrift, but as a testament to the continuing
relevance of the work of Albert and Roberta Wohlstetter in
the fields of nuclear and security policy analysis. Albert
and Roberta wrote hundreds of articles and studies on U.S.
policy on the Balkans, as well as the Persian Gulf; strategic
command and control; intelligence and warning; NATO
nuclear planning; U.S.-Russian arms control; strategic
and theater missile defenses; the economics and military
dangers of civilian nuclear energy; nuclear safeguards and
nuclear nonproliferation; and military nuclear strategy and
methods of policy analysis and design. Their contributions
to and influence in these areas of policy were considerable.
As a result, it simply is not possible to include in a single
volume all of the studies and writings that one would need
in order to cover the full extent of their work.
Still, publishing selections of their most important writings is worthwhile. Increased concern about the spread
of nuclear weapons in the Far and Middle East, the controversy surrounding civilian nuclear cooperation with
India, the global revival of nuclear power and debate over
its economics and security implications, the controversies
surrounding how the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty’s
obligations and rights are being cynically read by Iran and
other states—all of these issues have prompted Washington
pundits and national security analysts to cite the Wohlstetters’ work. The same can also be said of the security concerns
recently raised by Islamic fundamentalism, the continued
instability of the Balkans, the questions surrounding
NATO’s future and America’s alliances in the Far East, the
relevance of nuclear deterrence after the Cold War, and the
emergence of ballistic missile defense as a key ingredient in
strategic forces and alliance relations.
This volume can hardly cover all the insights that the
Wohlstetters’ work might shed on these topics. Instead, it
is designed to make some of the most significant of Albert
and Roberta’s writings—many of which were previously
unpublished—much more accessible. Using this volume’s
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references and its companion website, Albert Wohlstetter Dot
Com (www.albertwohlstetter.com), readers will be able to view
some of the most interesting of the Wohlstetters’ archived
analyses. Finally, Robert Zarate’s introductory essay and
the subsequent commentaries, which have been written
by some of Albert and Roberta’s closest colleagues and
students, should help to introduce the Wohlstetters’ works
not only to current policymakers and security planners, but
to students who may later assume these roles.
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