
Peering into Our Nuclear Future: Selected Writings of Victor Gilinsky636

About the Commentators

Peter Bradford is a former member of the United States Nucle-
ar Regulatory Commission and former chair of the New York and 
Maine utility regulatory commissions. He has taught courses on util-
ity regulation and on nuclear power at the Yale School of the Envi-
ronment and at Vermont Law School. He is also one of Vermont’s 
two commissioners on the Texas-Vermont Low Level Radioactive 
Waste Compact Commission. A member of the China Sustainable 
Energy Policy Council, he served on a panel evaluating the reli-
ability of the Vermont Yankee nuclear power plant, on the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development Panel advising how best 
to replace the remaining Chernobyl nuclear plants in Ukraine, a pan-
el on the opening of the Mochovce nuclear power plant in Slovakia, 
and the Keystone Center collaborative on nuclear power and climate 
change. He is the author of Fragile Structures: A Story of Oil Refin-
eries, National Security and the Coast of Maine and many articles. 
He is a graduate of Yale University and the Yale Law School and is 
Vice Chair of the board of The Union of Concerned Scientists.

John Fialka was the founding editor of Climatewire. He's now a re-
porter working on special projects, based in Denver, Colorado. He's 
a former reporter with The Wall Street Journal, where he covered 
a wide variety of issues for the Washington bureau. He also served 
abroad as the lead reporter for the Journal in the first Gulf War and 
in the London bureau, during the waning days of the Cold War. He 
has written four books and is the co-founder of SOAR!, a group that 
has raised more than $10 million to help retired Catholic sisters and 
brothers.

Bruce Goodwin is a Senior Fellow at the Center for Global Security 
Research at the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. Before 
becoming a Senior Fellow, he was the Associate Director-at-Large 
for National Security Policy and Research. In this role, he was re-
sponsible for LLNL policy research and liaison with the US military, 
US government, and non-governmental organizations. Previous to 



637About the Commentators

that position, he was the Principal Associate Director for the nuclear
weapons program at Lawrence Livermore from 2001 until 2013. He 
has been a key player in the success of the nuclear weapons program 
since 1981, first at Los Alamos National Laboratory and since 1985 
at LLNL. While at both Labs, he was design physicist on five nu-
clear tests. As the Principal Associate Director, he led the process to 
certify LLNL nuclear weapons and was responsible for establishing
priorities, developing strategies, and designing and maintaining 
LLNL’s nuclear weapons. In leading the Stockpile Stewardship 
Program, he was instrumental in developing the Quantification of 
Margins and Uncertainties methodology for sustaining the deter-
rent without nuclear testing. He won the Department of Energy 
E.O. Lawrence Award for innovative weapons science by demon-
strating that plutonium behaves in a fundamentally different way 
than previously thought – now the basis for understanding weapons 
performance. Goodwin received his doctorate and master’s in Aero-
space Engineering from the University of Illinois, and his bachelor’s 
degree in Physics from City College of New York. As one of the 
world’s leading theoretical experts in plutonium and implosion dy-
namics, he often presents weapons physics to the community, of-
ficials, and members of Congress.

Frank von Hippel, a nuclear physicist, is a Senior Research Phys-
icist and Professor of Public and International Affairs emeritus at 
Princeton University where, in 1975, he co-founded what is now 
Princeton’s Program on Science and Global Security and, in 1989, 
the journal Science & Global Security. He has worked on policy 
proposals relating to the control of plutonium and highly enriched 
uranium (HEU) for more than three decades, including initiatives to 
end: the production of plutonium and highly-enriched uranium for 
weapons (the proposed Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty); the use of 
highly enriched uranium as a reactor fuel (the U.S. Global Threat 
Reduction Initiative); and plutonium separation from spent nuclear 
fuel (the U.S. decision in 1977 to abandon reprocessing). Dr. von 
Hippel co-founded the non-governmental International Panel on 
Fissile Materials, which includes experts from 18 countries and de-
velops proposals for initiatives to reduce global stocks of plutonium 
and HEU and the numbers of locations where they can be found. 



Peering into Our Nuclear Future: Selected Writings of Victor Gilinsky638

During 1993-94, he served as Assistant Director for National Se-
curity in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 
and played a major role in developing what is now called the Inter-
national Nuclear Materials Protection and Cooperation Program. In 
2010, he was awarded the American Physical Society’s Leo Szilard 
Award for his “outstanding work and leadership in using physics 
to illuminate public policy in the areas of nuclear arms control and 
nonproliferation, nuclear energy, and energy efficiency.”

Brian Jenkins, senior adviser to the president at the RAND Corpo-
ration, is the author of Will Terrorists Go Nuclear (2008, Prometheus 
Books) and of several RAND monographs on terrorism-related top-
ics. He formerly served as chair of the Political Science Department 
at RAND. In anticipation of the 10-year anniversary of 9/11, Jenkins 
spearheaded the RAND effort to take stock of America's policy re-
actions and give thoughtful consideration to the future strategy. That 
effort is presented in The Long Shadow of 9/11: America's Response 
to Terrorism (Brian Michael Jenkins and John Paul Godges, eds., 
2011). 

Commissioned in the infantry, Jenkins became a paratrooper and a 
captain in the Green Berets. He is a decorated combat veteran, hav-
ing served in the Seventh Special Forces Group in the Dominican 
Republic and with the Fifth Special Forces Group in Vietnam. He 
returned to Vietnam as a member of the Long Range Planning Task 
Group and received the Department of the Army's highest award for 
his service. 

In 1996, President Clinton appointed Jenkins to the White House 
Commission on Aviation Safety and Security. From 1999 to 2000, 
he served as adviser to the National Commission on Terrorism and 
in 2000 was appointed to the U.S. Comptroller General's Advisory 
Board. He is a research associate at the Mineta Transportation Insti-
tute, where he directs the continuing research on protecting surface 
transportation against terrorist attacks.

Robert Jervis is the Adlai E. Stevenson Professor of International 
Affairs at Columbia University. Specializing in international poli-



639About the Commentators

tics in general and security policy, decision making, and theories of 
conflict and cooperation in particular. His latest book is How States-
men Think (Princeton, 20017), and his Why Intelligence Fails: Les-
sons from the Iranian Revolution and the Iraq War was published by 
Cornell University Press in April 2010. Among his earlier books are 
American Foreign Policy in a New Era (Routledge, 2005), System 
Effects: Complexity in Political and Social Life (Princeton, 1997); 
The Meaning of the Nuclear Revolution (Cornell, 1989); Perception 
and Misperception in International Politics (Princeton, 1976); and 
The Logic of Images in International Relations (Columbia, 1989). 
Jervis also is a coeditor of the Security Studies Series published by 
Cornell University Press. He serves on the board of nine scholarly 
journals, and has authored over 100 publications. Dr. Jervis is a fel-
low of the American Association for the Advancement of Science 
and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He has also served 
as the president of the American Political Science Association. In 
1990, he received the Grawemeyer Award for his book The Mean-
ing of the Nuclear Revolution. Dr. Jervis earned his BA from Ober-
lin College in 1962. He received his PhD from the University of 
California, Berkeley in 1968. From 1968 to 1974, he was appointed 
Assistant (1968 - 1972) and Associate (1972 - 1974) Professor of 
Government at Harvard University. From 1974 to 1980, he was Pro-
fessor of Political Science at the University of California, Los An-
geles.

Edwin Lyman is Director of Nuclear Power Safety at the Union of 
Concerned Scientists. He is an internationally recognized expert on 
nuclear proliferation and nuclear terrorism as well as nuclear power 
safety and security. He is a member of the Institute of Nuclear Ma-
terials Management and has testified numerous times before Con-
gress and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. Since joining UCS 
in 2003, he has published articles in a number of journals and maga-
zines. Before joining UCS, Dr. Lyman was president of the Nuclear 
Control Institute, a Washington, D.C.-based organization focused 
on nuclear proliferation. From 1992 to 1995, he was a postdoctoral 
research associate at Princeton University’s Center for Energy and 
Environmental Studies (now the Science and Global Security Pro-
gram). He earned a doctorate degree in physics from Cornell Uni-



Peering into Our Nuclear Future: Selected Writings of Victor Gilinsky640

versity in 1992.

Sasha Polakow-Suransky is a deputy editor at Foreign Policy. He 
was a 2015-2016 Open Society Foundations fellow and previously 
worked as an op-ed editor at the New York Times and a senior editor 
at Foreign Affairs. Polakow-Suransky is the author of Go Back to 
Where You Came From: The Backlash Against Immigration and the 
Fate of Western Democracy and The Unspoken Alliance: Israel’s 
Secret Relationship with Apartheid South Africa. He holds a doc-
torate in modern history from Oxford University, where he was a 
Rhodes Scholar.

Randy Rydell is an Executive Advisor to Mayors for Peace, which 
is managed by the Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation. He re-
tired in 2014 as Senior Political Affairs Officer in the Office of Ms. 
Angela Kane, the UN’s High Representative for Disarmament Af-
fairs, where he was Team Leader of the office’s Strategic Planning 
Unit.  On a UN leave of absence from January 2005 to June 2006, 
he served as Senior Counsellor and Report Director of the Weapons 
of Mass Destruction Commission (Blix Commission) and Senior 
Fellow at the Arms Control Association in Washington, D.C. He 
joined the UN secretariat in 1998, where he advised Under-Secre-
tary-General Jayantha Dhanapala and his successors, Ambassadors 
Nobuyasu Abe and Nobuaki Tanaka, Sergio Duarte, and Ms. Kane. 
He was Secretary of the Secretary-General’s Advisory Board on 
Disarmament Matters (2001) and a Visiting Lecturer at Princeton’s 
Woodrow Wilson School (1998/1999 and 2009/2010). He received 
the “Unsung Heroes” award in 2009 from the Center for Non-Pro-
liferation Studies at the Monterey Institute for International Studies.  
He is also Principal Trumpet in the UN Symphony Orchestra.

Rydell worked for Senator John Glenn between 1987 and 1998 as a 
member of the Professional Staff of the Committee on Governmen-
tal Affairs of the United States Senate.  He assisted in the drafting 
and subsequent enactment of the Nuclear Proliferation Prevention 
Act of 1994 and other legislation He also served as a staff member 
of the Senate’s Arms Control Observer Group.



641About the Commentators

He was an international political analyst at the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory from 1980 to 1986, where he studied problems 
related to the global spread of nuclear weapons.  He worked as a 
post-doctoral fellow at the Center for Science and International Af-
fairs at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard Uni-
versity from 1979 to 1980.

He received a B.A. in Government and Foreign Affairs from the 
University of Virginia (1973), an M.Sc. in International Relations at 
the London School of Economics and Political Science (1974), an 
M.A. in Political Science from Princeton University (1977), and a 
Ph. D. in Political Science from Princeton (1980).  

Henry Sokolski is executive director of the Nonproliferation Policy 
Education Center and teaches graduate classes on nuclear policy at 
the University of Utah and the Institute of World Politics. He was 
recently appointed Senior Fellow for Nuclear Security Studies at 
the University of California at San Diego. Previously, he worked in 
the Pentagon as Deputy for Nonproliferation Policy, as a consultant 
to the National Intelligence Council, as a member of the Central 
Intelligence Agency’s Senior Advisory Group, as a Senate military 
legislative aide to a member of the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee, and as a special assistant on nuclear energy to the chair-
man of Senate’s Tennessee Valley Authority oversight committee. 
He served on two congressional commissions on the prevention of 
WMD proliferation and has authored and edited numerous volumes 
on strategic weapons proliferation issues, including Best of Inten-
tions: America’s Campaign against Strategic Weapons Prolifera-
tion and Underestimated: Our Not So Peaceful Nuclear Future. Mr. 
Sokolski completed his graduate studies in political science at the 
University of Chicago.

Leonard Weiss is a network affiliate at Stanford University’s Cen-
ter for International Security and Cooperation and a member of the 
National Advisory Board of the Center for Arms Control and Non-
proliferation in Washington, DC. For more than 20 years, he worked 
in the US Senate as Sen. John Glenn’s staff director on the Govern-
mental Affairs Committee, writing legislation and leading investiga-



Peering into Our Nuclear Future: Selected Writings of Victor Gilinsky642

tions in the areas of nuclear proliferation, nuclear safety, and gov-
ernment organization and management. He was the chief architect 
of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Act of 1978 and legislation creating 
the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board. He is a former tenured 
Professor of Applied Mathematics and Engineering at Brown Uni-
versity and the University of Maryland.


