ABOUT THE
CONTRIBUTORS

IAN EASTON is a Research Fellow at the Project 2049 Institute,
where he studies emerging security issues in Asia. Previously, he
spent two years at the Center for Naval Analyses (CNA Corporation) as a China analyst. Before that Ian lived and worked in Taiwan (the Republic of China) and the People’s Republic of China
for five years. Ian holds an M.A. in China studies from National
Chengchi University in Taipei, a B.A. in international studies from
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and a certification
in advanced Mandarin Chinese. He received his formal language
training in Taipei and Shanghai.
CHARLES FERGUSON was the president of the Federation of
American Scientists from 2010-2017. At the Council on Foreign
Relations, he most recently served as the project director of the
Independent Task Force on U.S. Nuclear Weapons Policy, chaired
by William J. Perry and Brent Scowcroft. In addition to his work at
CFR where he specialized in arms control, climate change, energy
policy, and nuclear and radiological terrorism, Dr. Ferguson also
is an adjunct professor in the security studies program at Georgetown University. He has done scientific research at the Los Alamos National Laboratory, the Space Telescope Science Institute,
the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics, and the University of Maryland. After graduating with distinction from the United
States Naval Academy, he served as a nuclear engineering officer
on a ballistic-missile submarine. He holds a Ph.D. in physics from
Boston University.

188

Alternative East Asian Nuclear Futures: Volume I

GREGORY S. JONES has served as a defense policy analyst for
the past 44 years. Over the course of his career, a major emphasis
of his work has been the study of the potential for terrorists as well
as countries to acquire and use nuclear, chemical, biological and
radiological weapons, and the formulation of policies and actions
to control and counter these weapons. He was part of the research
team at Pan Heuristics whose findings prompted the U.S. government in 1976 to reveal, for the first time, the weapon usability of
reactor-grade plutonium. He is a coauthor of the book Swords from
Plowshares, as well as the author or coauthor of over one hundred
reports and articles.
SHANE SMITH is a Senior Research Fellow at the National Defense University’s Center for the Study of Weapons of Mass Destruction, recently served on temporary assignments as Senior Advisor for East Asia Nuclear Policy in the Office of the Secretary of
Defense and as a Senior Advisor at the Defense Threat Reduction
Agency. Prior to joining the National Defense University in 2007,
Dr. Smith worked for former Secretaries of Defense William Perry
and Ashton Carter at the Harvard-Stanford Preventive Defense Project and, before that, he was a Research Associate for National Security Studies at the Council on Foreign Relations. He has taught at the
University of Colorado at Boulder, the National Defense University
and Johns Hopkins University. His current research focuses on the
role of nuclear weapons in Asia-Pacific affairs, extended deterrence
and North Korea’s nuclear program. He is the author or co-author
of over twenty chapters, articles and government studies. Dr. Smith
received his B.A. from the University of Georgia and his Ph.D. from
the University of Colorado.

About the Contributors

189

HENRY D. SOKOLSKI is the Executive Director of the Nonproliferation Policy Education Center (NPEC). He previously served as
Deputy for Nonproliferation Policy in the Department of Defense,
and has worked in the Office of the Secretary of Defense’s Office
of Net Assessment, as a consultant to the National Intelligence
Council, and as a member of the Central Intelligence Agency’s
Senior Advisory Group. In the U.S. Senate, Mr. Sokolski served
as a special assistant on nuclear energy matters to Senator Gordon Humphrey (R-NH) and as a legislative military aide to Dan
Quayle (R-IN). Mr. Sokolski is author of Underestimated: Our Not
So Peaceful Nuclear Future (Strategic Studies Institute, 2017) and
Best of Intentions: America’s Campaign Against Strategic Weapons
Proliferation (Praeger, 2001).

MARK STOKES is the Executive Director of the Project 2049
Institute. Previously, he was the founder and president of Quantum Pacific Enterprises, an international consulting firm, and vice
president and Taiwan country manager for Raytheon International.
He has served as executive vice president of Laifu Trading Company, a subsidiary of the Rehfeldt Group; a senior associate at the
Center for Strategic and International Studies; and member of the
Board of Governors of the American Chamber of Commerce in
Taiwan. A 20-year U.S. Air Force veteran, Stokes also served as
team chief and senior country director for the People’s Republic of
China, Taiwan and Mongolia in the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs. He holds a B.A.
from Texas A&M University, and graduate degrees in International
Relations and Asian Studies from Boston University and the Naval
Postgraduate School. He has working proficiency in Chinese.

